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NEWS SCENE 


Military flights: cultural genocide 


by Art Babych 

The federal government’s approval of a plan 
that could triple the number of low-level military 
flights over Innu territory in Labrador and Que¬ 
bec amounts to “cultural genocide,” say Aborigi¬ 
nal leaders. 

Peter Ashini, spokesperson for the Innu Na¬ 
tion in Labrador, also said “the government’s 
commitment to environment protection is a smoke 

In an extensive report released in early March, 
the federal environmental assessment panel that 
conducted hearings into the low-level flights 
recommended that the military’s plans be ap¬ 
proved on condition the government establish an 
Institute for Environmental Monitoring and 
Research. 

Defence Minister David Collenette said the 
government agrees with the panel and is taking 
immediate steps to establish the institute to 
monitor and study long-term effects. 

“This approach will help ensure that flying 
training is conducted on a sensible and sustain¬ 
able environmental basis and will provide for the 
direct participation of Aboriginal groups and 
other major stakeholders.” 

Under the plan, the Defence Department can 
increase low-level training flights by North At¬ 
lantic Treaty Organization aircraft to 15,000 a 
year from the current 6,000-7,000 flights. An¬ 
other 3,000 flights at a higher altitude will also 
be permitted. 

In the House of Commons, NDP and Bloc 
Quebecois members decried the government’s 
approval of the panel’s recommendations. 

Saskatchewan NDP MP Len Taylor said the 
military aircraft fly at 30 meters above the ground, 
disrupt wildlife and imperil hunting and fishing 
grounds. 

“Caribou are often found starved, too fright¬ 
ened to eat,” he said. As well, “the Innu, who live 
off the land and its animals, worry about the 
future of their traditional way of life.” 

Taylor noted that the Innu have never signed 
a treaty with the Canadian government for the 
use of their land. He added the government had 
never asked permission to conduct the flights 
over the territory. 

“All the Innu want is a life of peace,” he said. 

Bloc Quebecois MP Monique Guay pointed out 



that Environment Mini ster Sheila Copps “did 
not speak up” on the issue. 

“Her silence can only mean that her colleague’s 
decision defies even the most elementary rules of 
prudence, which says that the impact of such a 
drastic increase in the number of flights should 
be assessed before a decision is made, not after, 
as the defence minister is suggesting,” she said. 

Collenette told the House the decision to accept 
most of the recommendations of the panel was a 
government decision. “It is a collective decision, 
taken in the best interests of all Canadians with 
respect to the obligations we have to our allies as 
part of the NATO alliance.” 

He said the economy of Newfoundland and 
Labrador will receive more than $100 million a 
year through the plan. “Over 1,000 people will 
continue to be gainfully employed, 30 percent of 
them from the Aboriginal communities.” 

Collenette also said the government expects 
Aboriginal communities to be “equal partners” in 
the establishment of the institute. 

The Innu said the government’s approval of the 
plan “is the logical conclusion of an eight-year 
rubber-stamping process.” 
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Hunting rights appealed 
to Supreme Court 



1930 Natural Resources Transfer Agreement. To the extent that there 
may be a conflict between that act and treaty rights, treaty rights prevail.” 

The chief elaborated further on the main points of the intervention: 
“Treaties have their own regulatory scheme which provides for limited 
government regulation of hunting, fishing and trapping. These are basi¬ 
cally for the purpose of conservation as well as limited restrictions as to 
places where the right could be exercised. Treaty rights to hunt for food 
extend to private lands if this hunting is not dangerous or incompatible 
and the Alberta Wildlife Act is an illegal interference with treaty rights. 

“That’s a short summary of our intervention factum as it’s called which 
goes to 40 pages,” said Chief Large. 

“It will be a landmark case if it turns out in our favour.” 

While Alberta has intervenor status arguing in favour of the conviction 
and legality of the 1930 Transfer Agreement, the chief notes that some 
provinces have pulled out of the case. 

“The 1930 act says the province has specific rights, that natural re¬ 
sources including lands were transferred from Ottawa to the province. 
Therefore the province controls the land and since 1930 on, we could not 

The Badger case contests these rights and for this reason the outcome 
will be significant. 


The Badger case involving the Aboriginal right to hunt is “one of the most 
significant cases on treaty rights to come before the court.” 

So declared Saddle Lake Chief Eric Large, spokesman for the Confed¬ 
eracy of Treaty Six First Nations, at a recent news conference where the 
organization laid out its intervenor position regarding the case. 

Chief Large spoke to Alberta Native News about developments in the 
case which involves the conviction in 1990 of Wayne Badger, Ernest 
Ominayak and Leroy Kiyawasew under different sections of the Alberta 
Wildlife Act. 

“Badger, and his name is used to identify the case, was charged with 
hunting a moose out of season. The other two individuals from Treaty 6 
were charged with hunting without a license,” explains Chief Large. 

“They were charged and convicted under Alberta Provincial Court of 
Queen’s Bench. They appealed to the Alberta Court of Appeal and since 
then these individuals through their lawyer have been trying to get this 
overruled. Their efforts included an application to the Supreme Court.” 

Eventually a date for May 1 and 2 was set and a list of intervenors 
established, including the Confederacy of Treaty Six First Nations. A 
decision by the Court may take from three to six months. 

"We appeared in support of the individuals’ appeal. There were 60 public 
seats at the Supreme Court and 75% of them were filled by representatives 
of Treaty 6, 7, and 8, mainly chiefs, elders, and staff members.” 

At the press conference the chief expressed the concern over whether 
“Canadian Courts should be the proper forum for treaty disputes. We have 
never empowered the Canadian courts to judicially revise our treaties.” 

The main point of contention says the chief is that the “treaty right to 
hunting for food is an existing treaty right under section 35 of the 
Constitution. 

“If the appeal of these three individuals is struck down it will affect other 
treaty areas as far as the right to hunt is concerned. That’s why we were 
intervenors. The right to hunt was not extinguished nor altered by the 
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Irwin attacked over “secret” briefing notes 


by Art Babych 

Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin found him¬ 
self on the defensive in the House of Commons 
May 2 as the Reform Party quoted from what it 
said was the minister’s “leaked briefing notes”on 
Aboriginal self-government. 
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Leader Preston Manning said the notes ad¬ 
vised the minister to bring “high expectations" of 
the Aboriginal community to “manageable lev¬ 
els” so that the government won’t be placed in a 
position of trying to explain why it is not keeping 
its Red Book promises. j 

He accused Irwin of making “rash" public state¬ 
ments about self-government that he was ad¬ 
vised against making privately. 

Irwin said that “unlike the leader of the Reform 
Party, what I say in private is exactly what I say 
in public.” He said he has told Aboriginal people 
that “we have to scope out exactly what this (self- 
government) means. That is part of the treaty 
process.” 

Skeena Reformer Mike Scott accused the min¬ 
ister of “cynically going through the motions.” He 
added that Irwin “is following an incoherent and 
unprincipled approach.” 

In light of the revelations of the “secret” brief¬ 
ing document, asked Scott, “will the minister 
admit he does not actually have an effective and 
practical treaty policy?” 

Irwin said he is “quite happy to share the treaty 
process on inherent rights with Parliament as 
soon as it is available. I hope to have it available 
fairly quickly.” 

Jay Hill, Reform MP for Prince George-Peace 
River, quoted from the briefing notes, stating the 
government does not intend to address treaty 
issues with Quebec’s First Nations until this fall. 
Until then, said Hill, according to the notes, 
“there will be no authority to commit to substan¬ 
tive treaty processes.” 

Irwin said the federal government is negotiat¬ 
ing with Quebec’s Aboriginal people and that the 
government’s negotiator has authority. “We will 
be working in concert with the province of Que¬ 
bec,” he said. 

The Reform Party also questioned the govern¬ 
ment’s strategy on Aboriginal fishing rights, 
claiming that Native fishing is not properly moni¬ 
tored and poses a severe threat to Canada’s 
fishing resource. 

Irwin agreed a better system of monitoring has 
to be put in place. He said the majority of people 
in B.C. “want to do the fair thing with the 
Aboriginal people who live there.” 

Dick Harris, Reform MP for Prince George- 
Bulkley Valley, said “millions of salmon went 



missing in 1994” and called for a suspension of 
the government’s Aboriginal fishing strategy. 

But Fisheries Minister Brian Tobin replied 
that it is “tragically easy but patently irrespon¬ 
sible for people to stand and suggest that one 
category of Canadians is responsible for all ornre 
problems in the fishery.” 

He said all 35 recommendations of the Fraser 
River panel investigating the problem will be 
implemented. 

“The cost of conservation will be borne by First 
Nations peoples yes, and by everybody else who 
participates in the fishery as well,” Tobin said. 
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Natives face housing disaster 

by Brian Savage 


Current figures indicate Natives on and off 
reserves face terrible overcrowding and sub¬ 
standard living conditions. Even so the federal 
government has announced reduced funding to 
the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
by 50 percent for new homes for Natives. 

The picture for Natives is grim, and high sui¬ 
cide figures reflect the current abysmal housing 
conditions. High birthrates reflect the escalating 
need for increased housing. It is estimated that 
by 2005 the number of units being built must 
double. Only two years ago the Aboriginal Af¬ 
fairs Committee of the House of Commons de¬ 
clared $3.3 billion would be needed to either 
restore or build 40,000 units. 

The CMHC has become one of the targets of the 
government’s spending cuts, with a loss of $306 



million from its budget over three years. At the 
same time, the government is wiping out the $50 
million home renovation program for off-reserve 
Natives, who lost their new home program two 
years ago. 

“This is a clear example of bad faith on the part 
of this government,” declared Assembly of First 
Nations national chief Ovide Mercredi. “Why 
would they be slashing when there is such a 
great need for more resources?” 

In Edmonton, Cec Jones, manager of the Amisk 
Housing Corporation which provides subsidized 
urban housing for Natives was shocked. “We 
don’t have enough housing. We just started into 
the program six years ago and we’ve been trying 
rto get more funds because our waiting list is four 
years long.” 

Jones says she had an "inkling” that cuts were 
coming. 

Mel Buffalo, chairman of the board for Amisk, 
described representations made to Ottawa to 
describe the plight of Native housing. 

‘We made a presentation to Native Affairs, 
showing that we’re down 14,000 units and we 
need an increase, not a decrease. 

“We also said housing was one of the priorities 
of the First Nations. The minister of Indian 
Affairs (Ron Irwin) mentioned that when he 
talks to groups of people two things always 
mentioned by chiefs are: housing and 


development. He knows there is a need for hous¬ 
ing and the government knows that but the 
message is not getting through and as a result 
we’re not getting much support for any housing 
and any more new units.” 

The renovation program cuts have resulted in 
more problems as well. 

“There’s quite a few units in a state of disrepair 
because of years of neglect, and notcaused by our 
people but because there hasn’t been any money 
to do minor repairs.” 

Overcrowding has become a major concern. “In 
northern Alberta,” says Buffalo, “you can find 15 
people in a two room house and that’s outrageous 
in these times, and here we have people saying 
housing is not a priority.” 

The government rationale for these cuts is 
simple, according to Buffalo. 

“There’s a shortage of money all around and 
everyone has to share in the pain. The poorest 
people are going to be hit the most. Our people 
are at the bottom of the scale in terms of priori¬ 
ties for this government because they feel we 
won’t be able to mount a campaign against any 
decision they announce on our behalf. They feel 
they can weather the storm in terms of any 
cutbacks that they make for our people. 

“Many Canadians are in a right-wing mode so 
support to our people is looked at as politically 
expedient to bash Indians.” 
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Speaking Out 
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by Chief Murray Clearsky and 
Councillors of Waywayseecappo 
First Nation 

It is becoming increasingly difficult to main¬ 
tain a clear understanding as to where Health 
Canada is going in the future plans for health 
care delivery and First Nations. 

In early 1994, the Department announced its 
“Multifaceted Strategic Planning Direction” 
which was to involve First Nations in the overall 
planning for direct health care delivery. Then 
there was a mandate for AFN/MSB Task Force 
on Non Insured Health Benefits to jointly make 
recommendations following extensive commu¬ 
nity consultations on future management op¬ 
tions, principles and scope of non-insured health 
benefits. This was followed by a number of re¬ 
gional initiatives which included information 
sessions into the National Strategic Planning 
efforts. Given these examples Waywayseecappo 
First Nation, Treaty Four are concerned over the 
new proposal for a national framework to be 
developed by October 31, 1995 which will focus 
on effective cost management of health services 
within the envelope. 

From all indications it appears that above 
initiatives are in reality an implementation of 
business line and policy review, of which First 
Nations were never involved nor ever accepted. 
Further, the joint initiatives in which we do have 
current involvement are now pre-empted due to 
the federal budget and internal departmental 
directives. 

Prior to the budget the federal government 
completed a Strategic Planning Exercise and 
Program Review. It is our understanding that 
this exercise is in two parts; one which was 
previously undertaken in the business and policy 
line reviews and the current initiative involving 
the national and regional Committees which are 
just getting underway with initial developments. 
Now we are told it is completed and ready for 
implementation, all without due consideration, 
input and ratification by First Nations. 

Health Care permeates all aspects of daily life, 
it centres on prevention of illness. 

Health Care includes social elements such as 
good housing and sanitation, a safe work envi- 



There is absolutely no mention of the above • 
elements as to what the department is prepared 
to do to battle all the elements which cause 
illness amongst First Nations. All it’s concerned 
about is the deficit which was never caused by 
First Nations. Let’s be honest and tell the rest of ’ 
the Canadians that the real cause of the deficit is 
landing more ir 


by unions demanding more money, foreign aid 
and by the government bailing out bigcorpa-jj, 
tions. And tell the truth about who'is suffering 
the most because of the budget cuts. 

Ottawa should educate the public when they 
make announcements that First Nations arc, 
getting millions of dollars. In reality First Na 
tions only get about one third of the money and 
the rest stays to pay their departmental staff and . 
servants that are involved in program policy i 
development for First Nations which in fact only 
causes misery and illness amongst First Nation; J 
due to underfunding of programs. 
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Barriere Lake Natives take Reformer to task 

by Art Babych 


Comments made by a Reform MP concerning allegations of widespread 
sexual abuse at the Barriere Lake Reserve in Quebec have drawn a 
warning by Native leaders. 

The Algonquins of Barriere Lake told Bob Ringma (Nanaimo-Cowichan) 
to be “cautious” in his statements about the investigation in the commu¬ 
nity. 

“The matter is very sensitive, and at this point, are only allegations,” the 
Natives said in a news release. 

The statement was issued May 9, the day after Ringma asked Indian 
Affairs Minister Ron Irwin about the case in the Commons. 

“The minister has apparently known about this for months,” said 
Ringma. “Why has he done nothing?” 

Irwin replied that the allegations of abuse were a criminal matter being 
investigated by police. He said while his department will co-operate with 
police, “we have to stay at arm’s length from any criminal prosecution.” 

Ringma also said that at the same reserve there are allegations of 
financial misappropriation “through paying $255,000 in legal fees to a co- 



Health care, Continued from Page 6 


.It’s very clear that another successive government is intent upon not 
resolving the fundamental issue of First Nations Treaty Rights to Health 
or fillfilling its fiduciary obligations to First Nations. Yet they are willing 
to.devolve underfunded programs and services to First Nations as matter 
of policy decision or moral obligations, 
t Also the capping of transfer payments will not improve the health status 
fcof First Nations but will only jeopardize First Nation lives. 

I The recent demise of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs/Health Canada 
(Framework Agreement shows the clear lack of good faith negotiations on 
the part of Health Canada. Again they are demonstrating their inability 
to operate in a forum full of disclosure and dialogue with First Nations and 
1 calls into question the integrity of this government tooperate in good faith. 
! Government departments and staff at the regions should refresh their 
memories, when referring to the Redbook which states, “A Liberal govern¬ 
ment will be committed to building a new partnership with Aboriginal 
people that is based in trust, mutual respect and participation in the 
decision making process. It does not make sense for the federal govern¬ 
ment to be unilaterally making policy or budgetary decisions that affect 
the lives of Aboriginal people without their involvement.” 

Yet all the above-mentioned initiatives are complete and now govern¬ 
ment is asking First Nations to get involved, in what? 

Isn’t this working against the government’s commitments to the First 
Nations? 



president of the Aboriginal Committee of the Liberal Party.” 

The Reformer’s remarks were challenged by Aboriginal lawyer David 
Nahwegahbow, legal counsel for the Algonquins and former co-chair of the 
Aboriginal Peoples’ Commission of the Liberal Party. 

“Accusing citizens unduly and unjustly, without regard to the facts and 
the truth, is an extremely serious matter,” he said. 

In a letter delivered to Ringma, Nahwegahbow expressed outrage at the 
“allegations (which are) completely false and without any foundation.” If 
Ringma’s remarks had been uttered outside of the Commons, “they would 
have been very definitely libelous,” he said. 

The Aboriginal lawyer called on Ringma to Vcease your unfounded 
accusations forthwith." However, if the Reform MP wants to “persist” with 
the accusations, he added, “I respectfully challenge you to make them 
outside the confines of the House of Commons, so that I might receive the 
minimal fairness and courtesy of both defence and legal redress.” 

In their news release, the Algonquins invited Ringma to visit their 
community and said the allegations of abuse is an issue that is “very 
sensitive, and at this point, these are only allegations.” 

Band Elder HaiTy Wawatie noted that a procedure is in place for 
assessing the validity of the allegations that 40 children were sexually and 
physically abused at the Barriere Lake Reserve. 

He also pointed out that the process will involve the community, the 
Quebec Youth Protection Directorate and the federal government. 

“We submit that, given that the process has commenced, you should 
exercise far more caution in dealing with this matter,” he told Ringma. 


We salute the Native Elders for their experience and wisdom, from 
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Inuktitut permitted in House of Commons 

Inuit MP Jack Anawak was not in contempt of Parliament when he 
spoke in Inuktitut, House of Commons Speaker Gilbert Parent said May 
4. He was ruling a point of order raised by Reform MP Elwin Hermanson 
after Anawak answered a question in his Native language. While later 
acknowledging the Nunatsiaq MPs right to speak Inuktitut in the 
Commons, Reform MP Elwin Hermanson told the House that Anawak, 
the Parliamentary Secretary to Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin, had 
“made light of’ a question regarding allegations of the sexual abuse of 
children on the Barriere Lake Reserve in Quebec. He said later that 
Anawak—the only InuitMPinthe Commons—should speak only briefly 
in his Native language. However, Anawak said in the House that 
“Inuktitut is an original language of Canada. Inuktitut belongs in the 
House of Commons.” 

Natives support Marshall’s right to hunt 

Donald Marshall, the Mikma’q Native who spent 11 years in prison 
after being wrongfully convicted of murder, has received the support of 
Native leaders to hunt and fish. The Expanded Executive Committee of 
the Assembly of First Nations, which met in Dartmouth, N.S. May 9, 
unanimously supported Marshall in his case currently before a Halifax 
court. The issue is considered by Natives as being a test case for the 
Mikma’q Nation in defining the rights of the Nova Scotia Natives under 
the 1752 Treaty signed by the British Crown and the Mikma’q Nation. 

Secret document outlines Aboriginal powers 

A secret cabinet document obtained by the Ottawa Citizen says that 
under self-government, Aboriginal peoples will take over some powers 
now held by the provinces and municipalities. However, the newspaper 
said in a front-page report May 4 that the Natives will have to respect 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms under the plan. The 10- 
page document outlines a plan which Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin 
has said he wants to present to the cabinet for approval by June. The 
Citizen said the document shows that some of the provincial powers that 
will be available to Natives include health, adoption, and child welfare, 
education, social services, government structures and hunting, fishing, 
and trapping. Irwin says he needs the consensus of the provinces before 
bringing the plan to the cabinet. 



Aboriginal Nurses Association celebrates 20 years 

Aboriginal nurses received congratulations in the House of Commons 
May 12 when MPs were reminded that the Aboriginal Nurses’ Associa¬ 
tion would be celebrating its 20th anniversary the following day. Liberal 
backbencher Jane Stewart said the association has grown from a group 
of about 41 nurses that came together in Montreal to about 300 members 
today. She said it “continues to have a strong voice on behalf of Aboriginal 
health,” adding that the association “serves as a great role model for 
Canadian youth.” Stewart said the association strives to improve the 
healthofAboriginalpeoplesandtoencouragethemtotakere— " 

for their own health and social problems. 
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Saluting Elders 


An Elder’s view 

by John Copley 

When the second great war of this century 
broke out some 56 years ago, Frank Morriseau 
had just turned 19. He remembers his quick 
decision to participate and says it was just “a 
matter of a few days” and he was on the road for 
that long trip to Ontario. “I j ust wanted to join up 
1 quick so I could help protect the freedom that all 
people should be able to enjoy,” he smiles wist¬ 
fully. 

Morriseau is an Elder who was bom “in the 
summer of1920, in my mother’s bed, in our small 
old house—just a few miles from Osage, Sas- 
! katchewan.” 

It was there that he says he spent the best 
moments of his life. “I still long for those days,” 
sighs the lucid and well-spoken Morriseau. “I 
had so many dreams then—I wanted to be a 
cowboy,” he laughs. During his life, Morriseau 
has had many aspirations: “rodeo rider, cham¬ 
pion fiddle player, artist. I once even thought I 
| might like to try politics.” 

Though he did not realize many of these early 
dreams, Frank says that he is content. “I guess 
(I just have to be grateful for the skills Imanaged 
to pick up over the years. I’m what you would call 
a jack-of-all-trades,” he says, adding “I never did 
have a problem figuring out how to make broken 
things work again and that’s been my lucky 
break, I never had to go hungry. There’s always 
something that needs fixing.” 

Like many other Aboriginal veterans who joined 
the military and served Canada during the try¬ 
ing times of a world at war, Morriseau returned 
to find that he’d lost the rights to his land. “We 
were told that we had violated our right to keep 
the land because we’d been away from it so long. ” 

Upon returning home to find his land under 
new ownership, Morriseau moved west and set¬ 
tled in the Edmonton-Beaumont area. His anger 
and bitterness, he says “have long since passed” 
but he says "my frustration and despair” of that 
time, “was probably the main reason I never got 
married.” 

He says he “had nothing to offer and I was 



working for about 60 cents a day and it ’ 
tough, even then, to survive on so little.” 

Morriseau says that not marrying and having 
children are about “the only regrets I really 
have.” Also, he adds that “it seems the fight for 
freedom was for nothing. I look around today and 
I see that our people are not truly free. As a 
people, we are hindered by history and I think 
that past may be too difficult to overcome.” 

Morriseau feels that his people are “afraid tc 
trust the white man. He has screwed us so many 
times. It’s easy to talk about self-government but 
if this (project) is a government idea, and they 
don’t change the way they treat Indian peoples, 
it is doomed for failure.” 

Explaining, Frank Morriseau says that “labels 
are the problem. We are treated no better than a 
grade of gasoline, high octane or regular—which 
am I?” 


With anger evident in his voice, he says “look at 
what the government has done to Native people. 
You have Indians who are recognized by the 
government because they live on reserve land. 
You have Indians who are called non-status 
because they don’t live on the reserve land. You 
have Metis and Bill C-31 Indians. You have 
Natives who have come to the city to work and to 
live. You have settlements for some Metis to live 
on. Where does it end? Some of our people think 


In appreciation of our Elders - 
they protected our heritage 
so that our spirit could flourish. 


In appreciation of our Elders - they protected 
the Native heritage, so that the spirit could flourish, 
from 

NENISKA REPAIR 


they are better than their brothers, but they are 
not. We are as one, but until we come to act as 
one, this separation will cause much pain and ill 
will. I think this way of labelling is another way 
to separate us from our traditions and our cul¬ 
ture. We are too busy fighting with each other 
and we have lost sight of the real enemy.” 

Morriseau says that the enemy is “not the 


Continued on Page 10 
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AS LONG AS THE RIVERS FLOW 


1991 National Film Board of Canada. Writer, Director: Loretta Todd 
Tamarack Productions, Toronto 

Review by John Copley 

Tan too Cardinal makes it clear that she isn’t about to forgive and forget. 
In fact, in her opening statement in the Learning Path video, As Long As 
The Rivers Flow, she condemns the days of the residential schools—days 
that she says were determined to see no future hope for Native people in 


The Tamarack Productions video was shot in co-operation with the 
National Film Board of Canada and is just one of five one-hour documen¬ 
taries that recount the epic struggle of Canada’s Native people and their 
quest to regain momentum and to once more have the final say in 
determining their role in Canada’s future. 

Self-government is one of the main areas of concentration in the series. 
It attempts to explain what self-government is and how it will affect the 
country’s Aboriginal groups once it has been entrenched into Canadian 




Cardinal narrates the 59 minute video but a variety of others also appear 
on the scene. Eva Cardinal, a supervisor with the Edmonton Public School 
Board says she feels the answer to overcoming the problems of the past and 
taking a firm grip on the future, lies in education. 

“Education,” she says, “opens almost every door. There is no end to 
learning—that’s the key to our future.” 

Native historian and University of Alberta professor, Olive Dickason, 
agrees. “Aboriginal people have played an important role in the develop¬ 
ment of this nation,” she says, adding that she feels they will also play an 
integral role in the future. 
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Wa are proud to honour the Elders! 
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“Stories from the Elders” 


We can always receive wisdom by lis¬ 
tening to our elders. They have learned 
from the experiences of life and from 
listening to the voice of God. They have 
walked paths and travelled roads that 
we are just beginning to discover. When 
life is confusing and we don't know 

from those who have gone before us. 
Stories from the Elders is a book of 
short stories with lessons for our lives. 
It points to the ancient wisdom of the 
Bible. It gives instruction for our lives 
and the lives of our children. 


To get your free 
copy of Stories w 

from th. Uderx 


Stories from 
the Elders 
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PO Box 3030, 
Prince Albert, 


SK 
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She says that past at- I 
tempts to assimilate 
Canada’s Native people 
have failed, as has the 
hope that they will become 
invisible. She feels that a 
determined effort, aided 
by the important element 
of education, will once ] 
again see Native people j 
play an important role in 
the development of 
Canada. 

Dr, Anne Anderson is 
another guest on the hour- 
long documentary. She 
said the importance of lan¬ 
guage could not be under¬ 
estimated. Now, more 
than ever before, she say s, 

Native adults and chil- | 
dren are returning t 
school in an effort to rc 
gain the knowledge of I 
their language and their r 
culture. Anderson also 
feels that education is the 
key to the future. 

All of the special guests 
who are portrayed in the 
video agree that the blame 
for past injustices lay in 
the hands of the govern¬ 
ment and the church. 

They all feel that though 
the healing process is slow, progress is being made, and that with I 
determination and fortitude, “everything can be overcome.” 

Eva Cardinal, overcome by emotion, said that her main goal is to see 
“that my grandchildren have a life and a childhood that is happier than | 


Over the years many changes have been made to the Indian Act of1876. 
but the long-fought battle for Native rights continues even today. In this 
video production, the Cree of Alberta, the Nisga’a of British Columbia, and 
the James Bay Cree, are the focal point. Some are fighting for land, some 
for coastline, some for education and housing—but they all have one 
common denominator—they seek self-determination and a restoration of 
the pride and self worth of a Nation that once governed themselves and 
their lands in a way that was “in tune with Mother Earth.” 

As Long As The Rivers Flow was written by Loretta Todd. The Tam»-* 
Productions film is part of a series conceived and developed by James 
Cullingham and is distributed by the National Film Board of Canada. 


Elder’s view, Continued from Page 9 

government. It is our own quickness and eagerness to accept what is given 
to us without first asking our brothers what they think. Together, we as 
Native people can accomplish much, but if society thinks that because we 
are divided by names we are also different, they are wrong and no amount 
of labels or propaganda is goipg to change that.” 

Frank says that his age and deteriorating health stop him from getting 
too involved today and that “my past, my work and my single-mindedness, 
stopped me in earlier days.” . .. 

Native people, says Morriseau, “have to get back to the basics it they are 
to become as one. To succeed in getting what we have due, numbers will 
make the difference. And as long as there are only a few of our people who 
sit close with government, the rest of us will never really know what is 
going on or what our future in the Americas will be.” 
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Autobiography chronicles a 
fascinating journey 

Lightningbolt 

by Hyemeyohsts Storm 
BaUentine Books c. 1994; 560 pages 

Review by Dale Stelter 



In 1972, Hyemeyohsts Storm’s first book, Seven Arrows, was published, 
and has gone on to become a best-selling classic. That book spoke of the 
way of life of the Plains Indians, and of the sacred Medicine Wheels. 

Nearly ten years later, Mr. Storm’s second book, Song ofHeyoehkah, was 
published, and last year, his third book and spiritual autobiography 
Lightningbolt, was released. This third book also speaks of the Medicine 
Wheels, and is the first book written about the Zero Chiefs, who discovered 
and taught the wisdom and teachings of the ancient Medicine Wheels. 

The “Lightningbolt” referred to in the title of this book is Hyemeyohsts 
Storm himself, as that was the name by which he was called by some of 
the people who knew him. Lightningbolt’s story is told in a unique but very 
effective fashion—in the third person, and in a very “novel-type” form. 
Combined with the spare writing style, this leaves the book void of the self- 
centered and self-preoccupied ramblings that can so often infiltrate 
autobiographies and detract from what the book can offer the reader. 

Another very positive feature of the book as an autobiography is the 
stark honesty with which Hyemeyohsts Storm talks of his journey 
| through life. Throughout the book, there is no glossing over of—and no 
excuses made for—the errors that Lightningbolt makes, nor the short¬ 
comings which he encounters within himself. 

i lt is obvious that this honesty continues today. In the introduction to the 
book, Mr. Storm, now 60 and a well-known author and speaker, mentions 
that his most important teacher, a Zero Chief and Holy Woman named 
Estcheemah, “gave me the challenge of learning to know my Self. I worked 
for many years to meet this challenge head-on, and I am presently still 
actively engaged in this pursuit.” If only more autobiographers—and 
more people in general—took such an approach. 

The Lightningbolt whom we meet at the start of the book is, above all 
else, a very angry young man, focussing upon trying to outrun the poverty 
which had gripped him for so much of his life, and wanting involvement 
in warfare of some kind (he had not been accepted to serve in the Vietnam 
War, due to a problem with one eye). As well, as a Cheyenne-Sioux- 
German mixed-blood, he feels caught between worlds. It was when he was 
dire cted to Estcheemah that he found the person who could actually reach 

It took a long time for Estcheemah and Lightningbolt, working together, 
to break through his anger and the walls he had built up around himself, 
and for him to thus be able to begin learning in earnest the immense 
amount of knowledge and wisdom that this remarkable woman possessed. 
Estcheemah also took on a woman named Liberty as another apprentice, 


YOUR NATION'S RESOURCES 
ARE IMPORTANT 


I For fifteen years Zell Oilfield Service Ltd. has been assisting 
i people in developing their forest resources using safe 
j environmentally friendly and profitable methods. 

We are a full service firm providing complete range of services 
! from inventory of your forest resources, harvesting and disposal 
of waste in a visually pleasing and environmentally safe manner. 

If you would like a free consultation with one of our professional 
foresters regarding the development of your traditional resource 
base, contact the President, Mr. Less Zeller at (403) 962-8753 or 
(403) 551-2271. 
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and Liberty became 
Lightningbolt’s Medi¬ 
cine Twin, insuring 
balance in their learn- 

The two apprentices 
progress ever further 
along the path of learn¬ 
ing the knowledge car¬ 
ried by Estcheemah 
and other Flower Sol¬ 
diers, who date back to 
the Mayans and even 
beyond, and of whom 
the Zero Chiefs are the 
highest rank possible. 
The author has man¬ 
aged a very difficult 
feat, in that the chroni¬ 
cling ofLightningbolt’s 
and Liberty’s progress, 
through increasingly 
complex and profound 
issues, flows without 
gaps that could leave 
the reader stranded or 
trying to fill in any 
empty spaces. 

And there is a lot of 
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LEGEND 


The Hunter and the Pithesiu'uk 

is provided by the Lac La Ronge Band. 
Curriculum Resource Unit who are dedicated 
to providing quality educational resources to 
all the people of the First Nations. 


i Told by: Ida Ratt 



Long ago people believed that the thunderbirds or Pithesiwuk had their 
roost in the craggy peaks of the mountains in the west or on very high cliffs 
along our northern lakes and rivers. 

The people who lived in one village near the mountains were warned 
never to go too close to them because some of the Pithesiwuk were evil and 
would attack and devour them. 



One day in the winter a hunter went searching for animals and heh 
wandered close to the foot of the mountains. This Indian had been warned i| 
by the old men in the nearby village to stay away from the mountains I 
because a female thunderbird in the peaks had a taste for human flesh. Bui 
he had little fear of anything. He was one of the greatest hunters in the I 
world. Soon the female thunderbird saw the Indian stalking in the forest I 
below and swooped down rapidly attacking him with her talons. 

She pulled the hunter through the air upward to her nest. He drove his' 
spear into her chest, striking again and again as the bird flew on in the sky 

When they reached the nest, Pithesiw fell over on the ledge dead from the 
blows of the spear. 

Soon the mate of the female thunderbird arrived on the scene. The greai 1 
angry bird screamed at the hunter when it saw that its mate was dead, 
“You will look after my children for what you have done, or I will hurl you 
into the rocks below!” 


Proud to honour our aiders, whose faith and vision 
will lead us to a brighter future, 
from 
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The Indian promised he would care for the young because he had killed 
their mother. The male thunderbird would gather food from below while 
t;he hmiter would keep the young birds from falling out of the nest. 

When the white headed thunderbird flew offto search for food, the Indian 
picked up his spear and killed the little thunderbirds in their nest. 




Now he must escape or face certain death. There were no paths or 
footholds going down the mountain. 

The hunter thought of a daring plan. Using his spear, he cut the stomach 
' out of the dead mother bird. Pulling the skin over his body, he stretched out 
the wings and glided down through the sky landing lightly on the ground 
of the forest. 


He took the skin off quickly and hurried quickly through the trees 
towards the camp he had been going to visit. 

That night, the sky became black and thunder resounded from the 
mountain’s sides. Lightning bolts smashed into the forest as the male 
thunderbird searched angrily for the hunter. 

Never again did the hunter wander close to the mountains of the evil 
thunderbirds. 



We are proud to honour our Elders; 
your wisdom and strength have helped us preserve 
our history, language, heritage and traditions, 

Thank you for the numerous contributions you have made... 
We wish you many more years of health and happiness, 
from 
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ayf MYRTLE’S 
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P. O. Box 426 
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Ph. (204) 675-2249 
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We are pleased to salute the Elders 
of Alberta First Nations 
for their wisdom and leadership 

SCREEN TEST, ALBERTA PROGRAM FOR 
THE EARLY DETECTION OF BREAST CANCER 



For information or to book an appointment call a centre listed below: 

EDMONTON SCREEN TEST CENTRE 

#311 Kingsway Garden Mall 
Phone (403) 474-4300 

MOBILE (TOLL FREE) 1-800-667-0604 


CALGARY SCREEN TEST CENTRE 

#120-1040 7th Avenue S.W. 
Phone (403) 262-4460 



REMOTE SENSING INC. 
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SPILL & FOREST FIRE MAPPING 

Phone (403) 291-9655 
Fax (403) 291-4988 

820 McTAVISH ROAD N.E., 
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To Grow 

by Edith Duck 

I want to learn from my elders 
The ways of their traditional paths. 

Our elders have knowledge as circular as 
The Moon, 

The Sun, 

The Stars, 

The Animals, 

Our elders are the leaders for our future 

I want to listen to our elders 

The way of their fathers from before 

Our Elders have knowledge as circular as 

Mother Earth 

Grandmother Moon 

Grandfather Sun 

Our elders are the teachers for our future 

I want to grow on the traditional path 

I want to grow and learn of the circular 

wheel of life 

Mother Earth 

Grandmother Moon 

Grandfather Sun 

And all the animals that are given to us 
To respect, thank, to acknowledge 



Reprinted from Steal My Rage: New Native Voices 
edited by Joel T. Maki, 1995Douglas d McIntyre, Pub. 


Housing disaster 

Continued from Page 5 

Buffalo is also disillusioned over the lack of 
media response to the government’s actions. 

“I wrote a letter to every member of cabinet 
outlining in one page what should be done for 
housing. I sent that letter to major dailies across 
Canada and not one of them picked up that 

The only media break came after Ovide 
Mercredi lashed out at the government cuts. 
Even then, says Buffalo, media attention was 
brief. 

“It’s outrageous that the media hasn’t recog¬ 
nized the need out there. 

“We made the argument that if you lend us a 
hand improving our communities’ housing con¬ 
ditions, everything else will also improve. You 
can improve the economy by building houses 
with the trickle down effect. But they didn’t buy 


that argument. If they wanted to encourage 
development that would be one of the ways but 
for now we just try to maintain our existence in 
the existing units.” 

International pressure is another alternative 
Buffalo feels that Natives may take to force the 
Canadian government to look at its actions. 

“There is the possibility of going beyond these 
borders, going internationally to voice our dig- 
pleasure over what the Canadian government il 
doing to our housing. There is a meeting in June 
in Halifax of the G7 and we may publicize in the 
media some of the conditions at that time.” 

Buffalo warns that predictions he made years 
ago about housing conditions affecting health 
are coming true. 

New strains of tuberculosis are linked with 
overcrowding and insanitary living conditions, I 
he said. “The government is going to have to face 1 
these issues and the problems are getting big-1 
ger.” 


We are proud to honour our Elders: their wisdom and 
strength have helped us preserve our history, language, 
heritage and tradition?; from 
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Artist Profile 


Laura Langstaff 


by John Copley 

Perseverance, patience, persistence—these words are often described in 
the dictionary by synonymous terms that include forbearance, tenacity, 
resolution and stamina. But if Webster could have another chance to find 
one more definition, he might include LANGSTAFF as yet another word 
to describe all of the above. 

“If I am any of these things, it’s only because I’ve had to persevere in order 
to keep my sanity and my focus,” said the Metis woman whose life, like 
many of her counterparts, has been anything but easy. 

Laura Langstaff wasn’t bom with a silver spoon in her mouth but she 
does credit the image of her dad as having played one of the most 
significant roles in her slow and often painful rise to adulthood. 

“My dad was my early inspirer,” said Langstaff, who spoke fondly of the 
childhood memories she says “helped me to prepare for fife’s struggle— 
though at the time I didn’t realize it was going to be as hard as it was.” 

Her dad provided her with a love of music that has grown with the years. 
He also taught her “the meaning of community involvement and caring 
about our people.” She said he was always a “community-minded person 
who often went out of his way to help others through their problems.” He 
was also the manager of seniors’ housing for the Metis Society of Sask¬ 
atchewan back in the late 1960’s. That’s where she learned a little about 
politics—an area that Laura says she’s ‘learned much more about since 
becoming involved” with the Metis in Alberta. 

Her successes to date have come from a solid work ethic and a true belief 
in the work she does in order to help her people. These traits, combined 
with a relentless desire to escape failure and an erjual determination to 
overcome all obstacles in her path, have helped provide Langstaff with the 
inspiration needed to get through “some days that even I wasn’t certain 
would turn out okay.” 

If you believe that the adage good things take time is true, then it is only 
fitting to believe great things may never happen at all. But Langstaff says 
she’s never been a quitter—“and that’s one thing that will never change.” 

As a small child, brought up on a mixed diet of beatings by her mom and 
understanding by her d ad, Laura was often the victim of bewilderment and 
| says that “though life was sometimes harsher than one would wish, my 
... early experiences did provide me with the (guts) and the determination to 
“ make it all the way—regardless of the obstacles that were to put them- 
(• selves in my path in an attempt to stall my progress.” 
f Laura Langstaff is a poet, a musician, a writer, and a fearless combatant 
with a voice that is always trying to provide encouragement for those with 
less liberties and opportunities than most of us are blessed with. Married 
I at just 16 years of age, Laura left one bad situation and entered another 
of equal difficulty. An abusive husband, a controlling and racist church, 

| and an unwillingness to accept anything less than good, are some of the 
ingredients that Langstaff says helped give her courage. 

Providing constant supervision and parental guidance for her third born 


<0°T- 



son, Misha, who suffers from autism, Langstaff soon learned some of the 
added meanings of ignorance, stupidity and offishness. But the rude 
awakening she got from some of those around her was offset by the new 
friends she made and by the new respect she’d discovered for herself. 

“I never intended for a moment to give up my son,” Langstaff explains, 
“and I am certainly glad that I never wavered from that intent. The years 
raising Misha gave me many new challenges to overcome—most of them 
painful and difficult, but some—funny and uplifting.” 

But as the years ticked away so did many of the opportunities to fulfil 
other dreams. And this included her main aspiration which she still plans 
to pursue—her music. If you have ever heard Laura sing or had the 
opportunity to listen to the lyrics she writes, you know that her talent is 
not hidden, just undiscovered. 

In fact, Dennis Charney, well known two-time Alberta Song Writer of 
the Year Award winner, is on the record as saying “Laura has a rare and 
real gift for putting her heart and her internal images onto paper—her 
lyrics can really hit home.” 

"Music gives me inner peace. It acts as my healing agent,” says Langstaff, 
“while at the same time, providing me with the determination and drive 
that it takes to continue the daily grind toward the end of my rainbow." 

Laura’s rainbow and the pot-of-gold that comes with it may not be too far 
away. Somehow, she says, “I will find the time and the opportunities I will 
Continued on Page 22 
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Focusing Our Resources 



Resource Conference 


a huge success 


by Brian Savage 


Edmund Oliverio, Conference Director of 
the recently completed Focusing Our Re¬ 
sources Conference is confident that the 
positive comments and wide media cover¬ 
age the gathering generated will lead to 
another meeting next year. 

“I think most of the participants, espe¬ 



cially from the oil patch, said it was the best First Nations gathering they’d 
been to in years,” said Oliverio. Amoco and NOVA have urged us to do it 
again in ’96 and we’re looking at that. We’re still receiving a tremendous 
amount of enquiries and follow up. I think word has got out about the 
conference because it was reported across Canada. People are requesting 
copies of the proceedings and the speeches.” 

The success of the Conference can be attributed to a number of things 
says Oliverio. 

“Our decision to proceed without any government funding was wise 
That way we kept all the proceedings and programs solely for First Nations 
and the private sector. People could go and shake hands, chiefs and 
economic development people with no one looking over their shoulder 
(such as) politicians and bureaucrats. 

“I think it was also a wise choice to invite a large complement of elders,’ 
says the conference director, who recalled the Monday morning when the 
elders spoke on the topic of sacred land and “held the delegates spellbound 
They spoke from the heart and were more effective than if we had all the 
environmentalist groups up there. 

“From last June when we started planning this, we involved First 
Nations and the private sector right in with the programming. They met 
month after month to develop who we should have and what kind of 
workshops (to the point) where people felt it was their conference, and not 
just another where they get an invitation in the mail.” 

The result of the conference was a “tremendous amount of contacts 
made between Native organizations and the private sector, according to 
Oliverio with “some serious business” agreements being made in some 
instances. , . . 

“More importantly, it gave the various resource sectors information, a 
chance to compare notes, look at co-management projects, and see what 
has and has not worked. . 

“It gave everyone a greater understanding of the protocol of doing 
business.” 

With Native participation stressed from the start, Native participants 
felt “relaxed and free” says Oliverio and impressed the visiting delegates 
with the Native recipes and entertainment. A Round Dance was held on 
the first day in the Macleod Hall of the Calgary Convention Centre where 
“all the people held hands—the chiefs of First Nations and the private 
sector.” . . 

Coverage by the media was extensive, says Oliverio, with many business 
Continued on Page 27 
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Conference shows diversity and co-operation 



Last month’s joint industry-First Nation con¬ 
ference revealed a desire for understanding be¬ 
tween the groups, but the diversity generated by 
self-government as Natives take control of devel¬ 
opment of their resources can result in conflict¬ 
ing objectives. 

“Our operations infringe more and more on 
tribal lands—either reserve land or traditional 
lands,” Amoco Canada Petroleum Company Ltd. 
president Dave Newman said at the conference. 

“The Whaleback is one example, and we did 
work out a mutual agreement with the Peigans 
there,” he said during an interview. 

However, the company learned a lesson in its 
dealings with the southwestern Alberta First 
Nation—get into discussions very early in the 
development stage, Newman told the Daily Oil 
Bulletin. 

“In terms of being speedy, we have to go slower 


the initial stages,” he told the conference, 
company’s major consideration is to provide 
shareholders with a profit, which can conflict 
with the desires of Aboriginals. But negotiations 
in the early stages are crucial in order to success¬ 
fully travel through the exploration cycle to sat¬ 
isfy this goal. 

Amoco currently has dealings with about 20 
different Indian bands across Alberta and in 
northeastern British Columbia. 

“One of the things (industry has) to recognize is 
the diversity,” he said. “You have to treat each 
one of these bands as a sovereign (nation). The 
needs of one might be different from the other.” 

The Canadian Association of Petroleum Pro¬ 
ducers and the Canadian Indian Energy Corpo¬ 
ration have been trying for the past few years to 
establish a common framework for oil and gas 
activities, delegates heard. Andrew Holder, 
CAPFs representative from its Aboriginal af¬ 
fairs committee, said the process has been very 

“One group is not sure of the other’s agenda 
and vice versa,” the vice-present of Home Oil 
Company Limited told delegates. 

“From the industry side we are finding it diffi¬ 
cult to deal with the many nations, all of them 
apparently fiercely independent and different. 
You could say that each oil company is different, 
but I don’t think they are as different as each 
First Nation appears to be from the other." 

The initial mistrust between CAPP and CIEC 
has begun to dissipate somewhat since the groups 
signed a memorandum of understanding in 1992, 
said CIEC representative Lester Bull. 

“We have certainly come a long way on the 
really tough issues—how to translate this posi¬ 
tive dialogue into tangible benefits for First Na¬ 
tions,” he told the conference. 


“I do not for a moment delude myself about the 
complexity of the oil and gas issues that typify 
First Nations relationships (including) issues of 
land management, traditional land, employment 
and training, revenue sharing and royalty struc- 

Incoming CAPP President David Manning said 
the industry will encounter First Nations more 
frequently in the future as exploration and de- 
Continued on Page 21 
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Northern Frontier 


Inuvialuit student wins Space 
Camp scholarship 


Colonel Paul Dionne, 
senior military officer 
Dennis Raddi, a Grade 10 student at Mangilaluk with the Canadian Space 
School in Tuktoyaktuk, NWT, listened intently Agency. A top science 
to the April 7 discussion of space and space student, Dennis later 
programs being presented at his school by Cana- confessed thathealready 
dian astronaut Julie Payette and Lieutenant knew much of what they 
' ' ' say. There was 


In honour of Nati 

Bedrock 
Supply Ltd. 

Order Line 

1 -800-661-3988 




• Wood, Pipestone 
Soapstone Carving Si 
Jewelry Craft Supplies and Fin 
• Quartz Crystals and Gemstoi 


1617 - 


e, Edmonton, 
Phone (403)434-2040 
(403) 434-3294 



We salute the Native lifers, their wisdom Hl. 
preserved the 'Hative history, language and culture 

Our store Is situated In the heart of Fort Smith 


whether you are a resident or a tourist 
• General Merchandise • Souvenirs • Meat M 


Office & General Merchandise (403) 872-2345 
Clothing & Dry Goods (403) 872-2567 
Fax: (403) 872-5304 


one big surprise for the 
young Inuvialuit, how¬ 
ever: Dionne closed the 
event by telling the as¬ 
sembled students and 
staff that 16 year-old 
Raddi had been awarded 
a one-week scholarship 
to Space Camp Canada, 
located in Laval, Que¬ 
bec, near Montreal. 

Once we and the Inuvialuit Development Cor¬ 
poration began planning this tour of western 
arctic communities, to discuss space and to en¬ 
courage young people to stay in school,” says 
Dionne, “I thought it would be a great idea to 
award a scholarship to one of them, so that he or 
she could spend a week working with other 
students from all over the country. I asked 
MacDonald Dettwiler & Associates Ltd., which 
designs and supplies computer-based systems 
for aviation and space purposes, if they would 
consider being the sponsor. They said yes imme- 

The privately funded Camp runs from late 
June to late August each year, providing senior 
elementary school and high school students with 
the opportunity to come together from around 
the country for an intensive, five-day program 
aboutspace. Students need strong backgrounds, 
to gain maximum benefit. “As we toured,” con¬ 
tinues Dionne, “we were looking for an outstand¬ 
ing student with strong skills in science and 
math, maybe someone who was already inter¬ 
ested in space. The person had to be fit and well- 
rounded so we also wanted someone who was a 
good athlete and had other interests. When we 



heard about Dennis from his science teacher 
Chris Piers, we knew we had found our winner ” 

“Dennis came immediately to mind,” says Chris. | 
“For five straight years, he has won the Depart- | 
ment of Public Works award for science and I 
math. He’s the school’s top athlete, part of every [ 
team we have—floor hockey, volleyball, badmin 
ton and wrestling, for example. And he’s really 
good at the traditional Northern games, espe- , 
dally the one-foot kick. Dennis has already been 
chosen for several trips away from Tuk—he was 
a youth delegate to the PRIDE (Parental Re 
search Into Drug Education) conference in Inuvik 
last year, and was also picked by the Inuvialuit 
Education Foundation to take part in a tour of 
schools and universities in Calgary and Edmon¬ 
ton. He came back really inspired by the chemis¬ 
try experiments they did down south and de¬ 
scribed for me the experiments he thought we 
should start doing here.” 

Dennis himself was at first completely taken < 
aback by the scholarship, since it had been a 
complete secret until the announcement. But, 
once the news sunk in, he said, “I’m really hon¬ 
oured. It’s very exciting. I’m very happy!” The big i 
smile proved it. 
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Economic Development 
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Are you thinking of diversifying? 
Are you tired of working off the farm to 
support your family? 
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The latest and greatest exotic pet today is the 
hedgehog. More and more people are looking into 
supplying the overpowering demand for this ex¬ 
citing new pet. 

Hedgehogs are the #1 exotic pet in the United 
States today, and the demand has brought prices 
up at a tremendous rate. Prices have doubled 
and tripled in the past few weeks, and they are 
still rising. The hedgehog in Canada is very new 
and in high demand. Rumour is that the Califor¬ 
nia market is about to open up. The hedgehog is 
about to become unrestricted as a pet. They are 
now under strict regulation as they were six 
months ago in Alberta. This is about to change 
and with California having more pets per capita 
than any other state, the market will be endless. 
Especially since California has six times the 
population of Canada! 

The investment involved here is very minimal 
and the returns far greater and much faster than 
any other investment today! They can breed at 3- 
1/2 to 4 months, the gestation is 35 days and it 
takes only 35 days to get the “hoglets” ready for 
market. The average litter is four, although they 
can have as many as 11! Pricing depends on age, 
colour and breeding capabilities. 

In the wild, the hedgehog is a burrowing ani¬ 
mal and insects are their main diet. In captivity, 
they thrive on high protein kitten food. 

They require no expensive equipment and very 
little time and 1 abour. The ease of caring for them 
is much less than that of a cat or a dog. Hedge¬ 
hogs require only a small space in which to live. 
An aquarium, hampster or guinea pigcageor, for 
commercial raising, a medium sized pet carrier 
provide ideal housing for these unique animals. 
They are very clean and will even use cat litter if 
provided. 

They are very cute little creatures—resem¬ 
bling a racoon in the face. On average, they weigh 
about a pound—though some may get to two 
pounds. In size they are half the size of a guinea 
pig, about six to eight inches long. They have 
quills, but do not throw them like a porcupine. If 



alarmed, they will roll up in a ball, hiding their 
face, feet and underside. It is their only form of 
protection in the wild. 

As a pet, they are very social animals. When 
raised with human contact they become very 
tame and actually enjoy petting and handling. 

Hedgehogs are the ideal hypo-allergenic pet. 
They have no dander so people who are allergic 
to dogs and cats will have no reaction to hedge¬ 
hogs. 

For ideal breeding conditions, they require 75 
to 80 degrees Fahrenheit, although a pet is very 
happy at room temperature. The hedgehog will 
go into hibernation if the temperature dro>.= 
below 60 degrees for any long period of time. 
They will sleep until they are warmed up. 

Children, parents and grandparents will be 
delighted and amused by these wonderful little 
pets. With the ease of caring and raising them, 
anyone can be involved in this exciting new 
venture—a sound investment with many re¬ 
wards—making hedgehogs the phenomenal in¬ 
vestment in the nineties. 
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Pimee’s safety is tops 

by John Copley 

Pimee Well Servicing is a Long Lake-based 
venture owned and operated by six First Nations 
groups who reside in the region. The oil well 
service rig company, formed in 1984, has re¬ 
cently been awarded with a variety of safety 
awards from the Canadian Association of Oilwell 
Drilling Contractors (CAODC). 

“The crews were beaming like kids at a Christ¬ 
mas party,” said general manager Tim Schultz, 
explaining the significance of winning the prized 
annual awards. 

He says “the minus 30 weather in winter and 
the plus 30 weather in summer” often take their 
toll on the workers who toil in the oil patch, and 
that his crews “deserve all the credit they get— 
it was an exciting moment for everyone con- 

Eleven of the twelve workers on the two service 
rigs operated by Pimee are Natives—and come 
from the various First Nations who jointly run 

thecompany.BandswithaninvestmentinPimee these awards possible.” 
include those at Heart Lake, Frog Lake, Goodfish Kevin Bacon, a 36-year-old toolpush with con- 

Lake, Saddle Lake, Beaver Lake and Long Lake, siderableexperienceintheindustiy, was awarded 
Pimee, like all of the companies vying for the a 1500 day rigmanager award—that’s 1500days 
safety awards, is considered and classed on the of work that saw his crew go without a single day 
basis of company size. The class breakdown runs of lost time due to an injury. His counterpart, 33- 
from Class A through to Class D—the former year-old Eugene Badger, received a similar 750 
being a company that operates more than 20 day rig manager award—also for supervising a 
service rigs; the latter being one that has less crew that has gone accident free for 750 days, 
than three. Drillers Jerry Dion and Joey Quinney were the 

“The evaluation that determines the eventual other two recipients of safety awards for catego- 
winners of the safety awards presented,” ex- ries of 750 and 500 accident free days, 
plained Schultz, “is calculated by determining “It’s quite a remarkable feat,” said Schultz, 
several factors. We are happy and very proud of adding that the awards have “instilled a new 
our record—no lost time accidents of any kind pride in our operation—there’s nothing more 
during the entire year. Once again, the crews rewarding than seeing these guy s recognized for 

Diversity and co-operation, Continued from page 17 

velopment activity pushes its way northward relationships between industry and First Na- 
into northeastern British Columbia, the North- tions were guided by regulatory requirements 
west Territories, the Yukon and other frontier rather than “positive business strategies.” 

’ He told delegates a good business strategy is 

generally preferable than simply following regu¬ 
latory requirements in the development of envi¬ 
ronmental impact and socio-economic studies as 
well as studying the archeological effects of ex¬ 
ploration. 

“Time and experience have demanded an im¬ 
proved relationship,” he said. “The new environ¬ 
ment for doing business must reflect the unique¬ 
ness and the reality of both First Nations and the 
resources industry.” 
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their diligence and their dedication to safety.” 

The final of the five awards won by Pimee is the 
Alberta Occupational Health and Safety Award 
of the Year—which was given “in recognition of 
having achieved the best overall safety perform¬ 
ance for 1994”—an award that saw 29 companies 
competing for the first place plaque. 

In 1994, Pimee crews worked 4500 rig hours— 
the equivalency of working five days a week, 10 
hours per day. 

Schultz, who explained that most of the work 
done by Pimee is for Imperial Oil, also credits 
that company for “its innovative and up-to-date 
attitudes and responsibilities” that have “helped 
to enable our crews” to work and prosper in an 
environment that puts “safety first and fore- 


aptpneaation of the. CldtAd. - I 
thuf. pwtecteolouA I 
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Pimee 

Well Servicing Ltd. 


Proud Recipients of 
3 CADC Safety Awards in 1994! 


NATIVE OWNED • NATIVE RUN 

Phone: (403) 551-3776 


“This will undoubtedly affect Aboriginal groups 
that are more numerous, or at least have more 
land ownership in the northern regions of 
Canada,” he told the conference. 

He said creating certainty of access will require 
a three-way flow of communication and co-opera¬ 
tion between First Nations, industry and gov¬ 
ernment. 

However, Chief Roy Whitney of the Tsuu Tina 
Nation west of Calgary suggested that early 
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SIDEWALKS 
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■ PRIVACY AVAILABLE 'f 

(403) 439-0519 

10150A - 82 Ave., South Side, Edmonton, AB 
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Providing / ' 


• Rig Crews ■ Base Camps 
■ Social & Private Functions 

Give us a call - (403) 649-3599 
or write CaNorAlta, R O. Box 162, 
Red Earth Creek, Alberta TOG 1X0 


We take this opportunity to honour our Elders, 
they protected our heritage so that our spirit could, flourish 
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The Management and Staff of 

HAWK RADIO 

Hobbema, Alberta 

Salutes all people involved in Aboriginal Communications 

“Keep it locked on the Hawk" 89.9 FM 

To all Native Businesses - take advantage of our special advertising rates 


Child listen ! Beat your drum loudly, .<pcak your tongue proudly 
and learn from your Elder.) well... 
for in your hande lie.) the future of our people. 
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Office Hours 9 a.m 


General Delivery, Trout Lake, Northwest Territories X0E 1E0 
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Native Education 


St. Albert student wins 1995 Royal Bank Native Student Award 


Travis Cunningham of St. Albert, Alberta, is one of five recipients of the 
1995 Royal Bank Native Student Awards. His fellow recipients are Dean 
Lucier of Leask, Saskatoon, Christopher Berthelette of Grand Rapids, 
Manitoba, Kimberly Smith of Port Elgin, Ontario and Bev Johnson of 
Kamloops, British Columbia. 

The Royal Bank Native Student Awards, established in 1992, is an 
educational awards program for First Nations students attending univer¬ 
sity or college in Canada. 

The award recipients will each be supported with $4,000 per year for 
their educational expenses in disciplines relevant to the banking industry 
for up to four years at university and two years at college. 

“We were impressed with the excellent academic achievements of the 
applicants and of the winners,” said Professor David Newhouse, Chair of 
the Department of Native Studies at Trent University. “It made the 
selection process both very difficult and a joy. I am heartened to see 
Aboriginal students with outstanding academic achievements moving 
into the science and the business areas. Royal Bank, through its Native 
Students Awards program, is helping to lay a solid foundation for the 
development of economically self-sustaining Aboriginal communities.” 



JOSEPH 1*1. NAHMAN 

Barrister » Solicitor 


CRIMINAL LAW 


FREE INITIAL 
CONSULTATION 

200, 617-10th AVE. 


(403) 232-6200 
s w 24 HOURS 


LEGAL AID REFERRALS 
WELCOME 


CALGARY,ALBERTA 



ABENAKI ASSOCIATES 



All Status Indian, Non-Status Indian, Inuit or Metis who are permanent 
residents or citizens of Canada are eligible to apply. An independent 
committee of Native academics reviews applications and makes its final 
selections based on each student’s personal and academic achievement, as 
well as individual financial need. 

In addition, recipients who are interested in pursuing a banking career 
will also be considered for summer and postgraduate employment at Royal 

Interested candidates may obtain information brochures about the 
Native Student Awards Program by writing to: Royal Bank Native Stu¬ 
dent Awards, Human Resources, P. O. Box 6001, Montreal, Quebec H3C 
3A9. 



need to pursue my singing career. And I hope to be doing it soon.” 

Langstaff does have a busy calendar. Her job as the co-ordinator of the 
Native Services division of the Canadian Paraplegic Association (CPA) 
takes up a large portion of her time but so do the many other ventures she’s 
involved with. 

As the current vice-president of the society of the Women of the Metis 
Nation (WMN), Langstaffs hands are almost always full. Yet she still finds 
the time to sit on panels, participate in discussions with various self-help 
groups, ’organize programs for the disabled and - belt but the odd tur>6 at a 
variety of local functions. 

Many of her recent learnings came at the hands of the Metis women she 
encountered when she joined the WMN. 

“It didn’t take them long to put me in my place,” remembered Langstaff, 
adding that it was the “open and educating voices of my peers that really 
let me know what life is all about. I admit, at times it wasn’t easy—but then 
anything worthwhile seldom is.” 

Charming, witty, outspoken, dedicated, talented and deserving. Per¬ 
haps if Webster had time he would add these synonyms to his dictionary 
as well. 
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St. John Ambulance: 

Emergency training in action 

St. John Ambulance is one of the 
oldest non-profit charitable organiza¬ 
tions in Canada, officially recognized 
for over 112 years. It is part of the 
“Most Venerable Orders of the Hospi¬ 
tal of St. John of Jerusalem” with Her 
Majesty the Queen as Sovereign Head, 
and the Governor General as Prior. 

Its mission is “to enable Canadians to 
improve their health, safety, and qual¬ 
ity of life by providing training and 
community service. 

In Alberta this mission is accom¬ 
plished through branch offices located 
in: Grande Prairie, Fort McMurray, 

Edmonton, Red Deer, Calgary, 

Lethbridge, and Medicine Hat. Al¬ 
most 1000volunteer instructors train 
over 50,000 people in First Aid each 
year in Alberta. The 1000 uniformed 
Brigade volunteers contribute hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of public duty 
hours providing First Aid services at 
major public events and at amateur 
sports activities. j 

St. John Ambulance Instructors are L 
familiar faces in many Alberta Na¬ 
tive communities. Outstanding instructors such area is presently sponsoring Standard First Aid 
as Rita Makkannaw in Westaskiwin and Dave training for all Grade 12 students. 

Harder in Ponoka have delivered Emergency Native communities have a special need for 
and Standard First Aid Courses to hundreds of First Aid training. Land related activities such 
people. Occasionally, as was the case with Betty as trapping and hunting, guiding, and geological 
Carew in Whitecourt, they even assist with emer- exploration are often conducted by individuals or 
gencies like a childbirth while in the area. small groups without access to medical facilities 

The value of First Aid training has been long or assistance. In situations like this it is vitally 
established and proven to dramatically reduce important to know what to do if an injury or 
the frequency and effects of injury in the work medical emergency occurs, 
place and in the home. St. John Ambulance likes Colin Reichle, Area Manager of Edmonton 
to start training with children at the Grade 3 Branch notes that First Aid training is con- 
level with the “We Can Help” program, offered to ducted on all reserves in the Edmonton region 
the schools free of charge through thegenerpus with the iqost common courses being Standard 
'sponsorship of the Masons of Alberta. First Aid and First Aid in Child Care. To date 

In some areas, corporate sponsorship has made there have been no Advanced First Aid or In- 
Emergency and Standard FirstAid training avail- structor courses conducted on reserves, 
able at the Junior and Senior High School levels. Women make up the bulk of students on First 

Pan Canadian Petroleum in the Wainwright Aid courses with men participating primarily as 
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part of work programs or for pre-employment 
training. 

St. John Ambulance First Aid training helps to 
open many employmentopportunities. Workplace 
Hazardous Materials Information System 
IWHMIS), Transportation of Dangerous Goods 
(TDG) and H2S Alive are examples of some of 
the safety courses offered by St. John Ambu¬ 
lance. The new “First Aid on the Farm” course 
Sponsored by CASE and the “Wilderness First 
Aid” course that will be introduced this fall are 
very applicable to many Native communities. 

At present there are few instructors who can 
teach in a Native language and there are tre¬ 
mendous opportunities for growth in this area. 
St. John Ambulance training and instructors 
could benefit any community but are especially 
valuable assets in remote locations. 

For more information please contact St. John 
Ambulance at 1-800-665-7114 or the branch of¬ 
fice nearest you. 


Proud to honour the Elders 
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Richards Lumber 
Co. Ltd 
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and Service 
For Over 
40 Years" 


( 403 ) 523-3696 

High Prairie • Alberta 


■e proud to honour our Ciders; 
their wisdom and strength 
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a yytoiArv / our history, language, 
heritage and 
traditions, 
from 

Chief, Council 
& Band Members 
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Indian Reservation #73 

Box 607, Broadview, SK SOG 0K0 
(306)696-2520 Fax:696-2767 



Proud to honour 
the Aboriginal Elders 
across the province 
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TWILIGHT: 
Earlybird 10:00 P.M. 
Regular 10:15 P.M. 


6307 Centre St. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta 
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. \Ai(b NATIVE COUNSELLING 
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#800 Highfield Place, 10010 -106 Street 
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/v First in First Aid & CPR Training 

fjgBxi St. John Ambulance 

. First Aid, CPR, Child Care & other courses 
for public & industry 

• The Standard for First Aid training (OH&S) 

(403) 452-6161 . Volunteer First Aid Brigade services 

1-800-665-7114 

Fax: (403) 452-2835 • First Aid kits, supplies & books 











































YAS Inc. puts Native kids first 


This summer, your Band has kids with time to 
fill. YAS Inc. Summer Sports School may provide 
the solution. 

YAS Inc., a fully accredited sports school, wants 
to deliver summer sports school to any reserve 
that can supply a gymnasium. YAS Inc. has a 


In appreciation of the Elders, 
y protected the /Votive heritage so that the 
Native spirit could flourish, from 

FORT WHOOP-UP SS"? 

LETHBRIDGE, ALBERTA'S INDIAN BATTLE PARK 

DISPLAY GALLERY AND THEATRE 

Guided Tours and Programs For Learning Enrichment 
Learn the history of the river valley by train ride 
GIFT SHOP open Mon—Sat. 10-6, Sunday Noon-5 

(403) 329-0444 or fa, (403) 329-0645 


PRIVATE SECURITY OFFICER 

TRAINING COURSES 

• 40 Hour Security Guard Course 

• 24 Hour Casino Security (Prerequisite required) 

—PLUS OPPORTUNITIES FOR— 


the Security Officer Career College inc. 

4805 16 Avenue, Edmonlon, Alberta T6B OA3 

Phone (403) 463-1429 Fa* (403) 463-6372 



policy to put Native kids first. It is a non-profit 
organization run by somebody who wants Nati ve 
kids to have the best. Dr. Dennis Hall, head 
coach, 20 year volunteer, believes the kids will 
get the best, during a summer school on the 


YAS Inc. Sport School is distinctively different. 
It is non-elitist. 

“We use a different philosophy. We teach peo¬ 
ple to do the best with 
what they’ve got,” said 
Dr. Hall. 

The sports school 
runs during the sum¬ 
mer. They teach ten¬ 
nis, soccer, track and 
field, and basketball. 

Over the years, they 
have had over 5,000 
kids go through the 
program. 

“We’ve never turned 
a dime of profit,” Dr. 

Hall boasts. “Every 
cent of profit is turned 
back to the students. 

Our rates dropped 
from last year. Last 
year, a weekly tuition 
was $120.00. This 
year, it is $90.00.” 

Dr. Hall continued, 

‘YAS Inc. was founded 
in 1975 as the Regina 
Summer Basketball 
School. In 1983, it be¬ 
came the ground¬ 
breaking school that it 
is today. YAS Inc. was 
formed that year as a 

non-profit organization with non-elitist aims.” 

The objective is to teach skills while emphasiz¬ 
ing “winning” attitudes, and Christian princi¬ 
ples, in sport. 

“Every boy and girl is given an equal chance to 
succeed, at their own level, regardless of their 
inherent athletic abilities and their experience 
in sports.” 

The program has a unique character. It pro¬ 
vides an athletic program for disadvantaged 

“Our enrolment has always been about 12 
percent First Nations,” said Dr. Hall. “We do not 
have elite athletes in mind. We want to teach the 
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kids who have nothing. We want to give them a 
complete learning experience. We are happy to 
start them at the beginning.” 

Dr. Hall has disdain for the government agen¬ 
cies related to sports and f undin g 

“We are so different from other sports schools, 
governments couldn’t see a way to fund us. The 
lottery programs are a fraud against athletes. 
These funds serve 5 percent of athletes. The 
other 95 percent are ignored.” 

YAS Inc., therefore, operates independently. 
Its board of directors, 12 members, started the 
program with their 
volunteer time and 
their own money. 

“We would do a 
great job for kids on 
the reserves. We 
know that cities are 
hardly accessible to 
some, or most, of these 
youngsters. But we 
will work with any 
tribal council any¬ 
where in Saskatch¬ 
ewan, Alberta, or 
British Columbia. We 
will deliver the school 
to the reserves for a 
week. We have pur¬ 
posefully left August 
open for band admin¬ 
istrations. 

“All they need to 
supply is the gym and 
the kids. We will bring 
the instructors, the 
equipment, the prizes 
and awards.” 

YAS Inc. does get 
rave reviews. The 
Canadian Intramural 
Recreation Associa¬ 
tion rated YAS Inc. Canada’s top sports school in 
1988. 

They have top instructors, some of them YAS 
Inc. graduates. They’IiS^fhirtiesdtdfevaluote'Aia 
educate the players. 

“Everybody who does their best in our program 
gets a gold medal. YAS Inc. makes winners out of 
all the players.” 

With the entire month of August set aside for 
First Nations, those administrators who are in¬ 
terested are encouraged to phone Dr. Dennis 
Hall or his associates at (306) 249-4747 in 
Saskatoon and (306) 585-2020 in Regina, or fax 
(306) 584-8746. 
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THIS PATH WE TRAVEL 

Celebrations of Contemporary Native Creativity 

National Museum of the American Indian 
Fulcrum Publishing 
126 p. 

Review by John Copley 

In October of1994, the National Museum of the 
American Indian held a premiere exhibition in 
New York that featured the collaborative efforts 
of 15 leading Native American artists. Meetings 
had previously been held in locations repre¬ 
sentative of the four fundamental directions— 
New York in the east, Alberta in the north, 
Hawaii in the west and Arizona in the south— 
where the artists took part in a variety of ceremo¬ 
nies and created artwork on site. This artwork, 
designed to express the traditional as well as the 
modern sensibilities of indigenous peoples, was 
later reproduced and subsequently introduced 
at the New York exhibition. 

This Path We Travel provides the reader with 
a rare and unique opportunity—to share in what 
is a remarkable creative process. 

The text, written entirely by Native Ameri¬ 
cans, and made complete with outstanding es¬ 
says by Lance Belanger (Maliseet) and Frank 
LaPena (Wintu-Nomtipom), is complemented by 
a variety of stunning pictures of the artists at 
work. The photos, taken by Walter Bigbee 
(Comanche), are indicative of his excellent pho¬ 
tographic abilities and are guaranteed to please 
even the most discerning eye. 

The 126 pages reflect the strong thread of 
cultural and artistic continuity that binds con¬ 
temporary Native American artists to their ar¬ 
tistic forefathers. It gives testament to the sur¬ 
vival of Aboriginal innovation and tradition, de¬ 
spite overwhelming historical obstacles. 

The artists in the book come from varied back¬ 
grounds where they have shared a multitude of 
different experiences, but have come together to 
create a unique and unified expression of Native 
thought, belief and expression. 
d'frisPa.th WeJVaugZ,includes the.biographies, 
and comments of 15 Native Americans. Begin¬ 
ning with Arthur Amiotte, an Oglala Sioux from 
South Dakota, who has a long list of publications 
and exhibitions on his list of credits, and conclud¬ 
ing with Josephine Wapp, a Comanche Indian 



recycle 
this paper 


who was bom in Apache, Oklahoma in 1912, this 
book is filled with ideas, thoughts, and realities 
of traditional and modem Indian life in America. 
The 13 other biographies include that of Detroit 
resident Allen DeLeary, an Ojibway Indian who 
credits his southwestern Ontario born parents 
for taking their culture seriously. He says that he 
and his siblings “were taught an appreciation of 
their Native heritage” at an early age. DeLeary 
is a musician, poet and performing artist with 
several recordings, including The Cheque is in 
the Mail (1993 music video) and The Death of 
John Wayne (1993 video),among his credits. He’s 
also performed at venues that include the Cana¬ 
dian Museum of Civilization in Ottawa; Massey 
Hall in Toronto and the National Museum of 
American History in Washington, D.C. 

Pualani Kanaka'ole Kanahele is a Native Ha¬ 
waiian lecturer, linguist and author, whose pub¬ 
lications include Pele, The Fire Goddess (1991) 
and Maui Chants (1988). She says she hopes 
that “This Path We Travel will reawaken the 
memories that we have experienced in our visits 

Continued on Page 30 
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The 20th Annual Young Athlete 
Saskatchewan Summer Basketball School 
Twelve Features: 

four week-long sessions to choose from during July at 
gyms In either Regina or Saskatoon 
three age groups in separate gyms; 8 to 10,11 to 13, and 
14 to 16 

fun and learning for players ol all levels of previous 
playing experience and athletic skill 
' individualized instructional attention and equal playing 
time for each player 

> instruction headed by Dr. Denis R. Hall, Boys Coach at 
Lambrick Park Secondary School, Victoria, British 
Columbia. Head Coach Hall will be joined by top high 
school coaches from Saskatchewan. Alberta and British 
Columbia during each session 

• use of the best hardwood courts and brand new equip¬ 
ment supplied by Spalding Canada 

• every player will get a souvenir YAS '95 Shirt (value 
$24.95), a YAS Pennant (value $7.95), plus 25 hours of 
instruction, organized games, and supervised recreation 

• eveiy player will get an equal chance to have their name 
drawn to win one of 150 Shaquille O'Neal Orlando Magic 
Full-Size Spalding Basketballs (Value $34.95 each) 

• every player will get an equal chance to win a YAS Cold 
Medallion to be decided on the basis of their own 
personal improvement in relation to their ability. The 
names and home reserves or towns/cilies of YAS Gold 
Medallion Winners will be published across Western 
Canada 

• easy registration procedure 

• fees start as low as $90.00 per weekly session, payable 
in installments 

• This is a special invitation to First Nations and Aboriginal 
Youths to join YAS '95, and to Chiefs, Councillors and 
Elders to attend YAS '95 any time to observe their youth 
in action 

The’Best Deal of the Summer! 

Don't (Miss It! 

FREE BROCHURES AND INFORMATION. PLEASE CALL: 

Brian Norton, YAS Information Officer in Regina (306) 585-2020 
Rob Bakker, YAS Information Officer in Saskatoon (306) 249-4747 


Child Listen: Beat qour drum loudly, speak qour tonque proudlq and learn from qour Elder* well, 
fop in qour hands lies the future bfttJF people, from the 

/ f CONFEDERACY OF TREATY SIX FIRST NATIONS 

\jliy Administration Hours: 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday 

Call us at (403) 944-0334 or fax (403) 944-0346 

CONFEDERACY OF TREATY SIX FIRST NATIONS 

#601, 10025 - 106 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5J IG4 

Congratulations to the Keyano College Graduates, 
from 

— ATHABASCA 

CHIPEWYAN 
BAND ZOI 

Fort Chipewyan, Alberta TOP 1 BO 
■^5 Ph: (403) 697-3730 Fax: (403) 697-3500 



Child Listen! Beat your drum loudly, speak your tongue proudly and learn from 
your Elders well, for in your hands lies the future of the First Nations, from 

^/"oRTHWEST INSTITUTE OF GUIDE TRAINING 

• fishing and hunting regulations • first aid 

• map and compass reading * cultural awareness 

• camp management * outdoor cooking 

•water safety • hunter safely 

• photography * storytelling 

The above courses are also available on an individual basis upon request. 

Certification with the Institute is industry approved. The Institute curriculum it based on 
nalional core skills standards 
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NORTH PEACE 
DRIVER EDUCATION 

Nfnfji0>WBPlllp]B^ • INSTRUCTION FOR 

• CLASS 1.3 & 5 LICENCES 

• ALBERTA AIR-BRAKES COURSE 

• DEFENSIVE DRIVING 

• DANGEROUS GOODS 

• DRIVER EVALUATIONS 

• LOG HAULING COURSE AVAILABLE 

COURSE FROM 1 WEEK TO 5 WEEKS 

FOR ALL LEVELS OF EXPERIENCE 

GRANDE PRAIRIE (403) 532-0913 Fax (403) 539-5918 

NO CHARGE DIAL 1 -800-387-51 06 

Bay F, 1 1473 - 97 Avenue, Grande Prairie, Alberta 
Serving all of the Peace Country 
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Land Claims 


Lubicons oppose sour gas plant 

by Dale Stelter 

A sour gas processing plant, located less than three kilometres from the 
proposed reserve for the Lubicon Cree of northern Alberta, began opera¬ 
tion in mid-April. The plant is operated by Unocal Canada Management 
Ltd., the Canadian affiliate of Union Oil of California. 

The Lubicons have been attempting to get a settlement of their land 
rights for over 55 years, and their struggle has received widespread 
international attention and support. 

The Energy Resources Conservation Board (ERCB), the former provin¬ 
cial agency regulating the energy industry in Alberta, had originally 
approved Unocal’s sour gas plant without public hearings. 

Although the Lubicon informed the ERCB of their opposition to the plant 
before construction began, it was only after the plant was built that public 
hearings took place. There were ten days of hearings, held during a three- 
week period in November and December of last year, and then in late 
February the newly-formed Alberta Energy and Utilities Board released 
a report reaffirming approval of the plant. 

The Lubicons had opposed the plant due to significant health and 
environmental concerns, and stated that Unocal initially did not inform 
them about the sour gas nature of the plant. 

At the hearings, the Lubicons were supported by other First Nations, 
environmental groups, human rights and civil rights organizations, or¬ 
ganized labour, church representatives, and both provincial opposition 
political parties. In addition to the plant being approved, a “notification 
agreement", negotiated between the Lubicons and the ERCB in 1986, was 
cancelled. The primary purpose of that agreement was to protect particu¬ 
larly sensitive sites on the Lubicons’ unceded traditional lands, such as 
burial grounds, from resource exploitation activity. 

Under the agreement, as long as a proposed project didn’t threaten such 
a sensitive site, and the company proposing the project agreed to respect 





Wasagamack 
First Nation 


Councillors 

• Joseph Harper • Cornelius Wood • James Harper 

• Saul Harper • Matthew Knott • Anthony Harper 


Lubicon wildlife and environmen¬ 
tal concerns, the Lubicons typi¬ 
cally agreed not to oppose an ap¬ 
plication by the company to the 
ERCB for approval of the project. 
It was in the context of this noti¬ 
fication agreement that Unocal 
first contacted the Lubicons about 
what was to become the sour gas 
processing plant, but, the 
Lubicons state, Unocal officials 
initially misrepresented their 

In related news, a Unocal share¬ 
holder will be asking other share¬ 
holders to support a resolution 
asking the company to prepare a 
report that would include, among 
other things, information about 
“Lubicon charges that Unocal 
Canada fraudulently misrepresented the Lubicon position on construction 
of the plant in order to obtain regulatory approval of its construction, 
alternatives to putting this sour gas processing plant into operation... and 
the impact and implications of Unocal activities upon Indigenous societies 
worldwide.” 

The resolution will be put forth at an annual shareholders’ meeting by 
the School Sisters of St. Francis, a Catholic religious order based in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The meeting will be held on May 22 in Houston, 
and the results will be reported on in the next issue. 

Unocal had challenged the resolution with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. However, the School Sisters of St. Francis argued the 
resolution with the Commission, and won the right to have the resolution 
introduced on the proxy statement provided to all Unocal shareholders. 

If Unocal shareholders don’t decide to shut down the sour gas processing 
plant at Lubicon Lake, it’s unclear at this time what action the Lubicons 
will take. Unocol could face a boycott of its products. 


“with the ongoing development of sound 
management practices for soil conservation and 
etation management we caryijiprove our 
onment and econ 
generations.'’ 

At Unocal Canada, environmental and 
less issues go hand-in hand. 
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Alexis Settlement reached 


After 115 years the outstanding Treaty 6 land 
entitlement for the Alexis First Nation has fi¬ 
nally been settled. 

Under the terms of the settlement the Alexis 
First Nation will receive 8,427 hectares, (20,824 





acres) of additional reserve land and $12 million. 
The government of Canada is contributing $10 
million toward the settlement and the province 
has agreed to provide the land and $2 million. In 
the event that the First Nation acquires owner¬ 
ship of an additional 890 hectares (2,200 acres) of 
land bordering the Alexis Reserve, the govern¬ 
ments of Canada and Alberta have agreed to 
confer reserve status on this land, subject to 
meeting the acquired criteria. 

Although Indian reserves were set aside for the 
Alexis First Nation in 1880, the First Nation did 
not receive the full amountofland to which it was 
entitled under Treaty No. 6. Under the Alberta 
Natural Resources Transfer Agreement (the 
Constitution Act, 1930) the province of Alberta 
has an obligation to transfer back to the federal 
government Crown lands required to fulfil out¬ 
standing Treaty entitlements. 

“We are happy that the long struggle to obtain 
our Treaty right to land has been successful,” 


Conference, 

Continued from Page 16 

reporters from Canadian and American news 
services. 

“Topics were looked at in a serious light,” says 
Oliverio, who observed one concern expressed by 
the Calgary Herald over the lack of participation 
by environmental groups. 

“The Herald noted my comment that with all 
the First Nations there and the elders, we felt we 
had the original environmentalists there.” 

The issue of environmental groups and First 
Nation concerns is a point of concern for Oliverio, 
who says that if environmentalist groups had 
wished to present a paper they would have been 
“more than welcome, but most of them have 
never done any work with First Nations. Most of 
the chiefs said ‘we’ve never talked to an environ¬ 
mentalist in our life.’ What was coming out from 
, the First Nations area was that a lot of these self- 
interest groups have little credibility." 

According to Oliverio, Tsuu Tina Chief Roy 
Whitney described a map drawn up by a large 
environmentalist group ofwestem Canada which 
marked areas needing conservation. Most of those 
areas were under Native land claim or were 
traditional land. 

“He said he gets angry picking up the paper 


and people are talking about his land and we’ve 
never been involved in any dialogue with these 
people, no one’s phoned him. 

‘The elders made strong cases for Mother Earth, 
for traditional values, medicines and herbs, and 
foods. That message came through very strong.” 

Another point made by First Nations was the 
need for more Native involvement in training 
programs, “that the day oftokenism was through,” 
and Native students had to be encouraged in 
such topics as the sciences and engineering. 

Oliverio is letting no time slide by contemplat¬ 
ing the success of this past conference. His imme¬ 
diate future means planning a similar gathering 
in November with a focus on tourism, an idea 
sparked by the number of papers which touched 
on the subject while talking about traditional 

“There’s a big segment for Aboriginal tourism 
by those who want to explore Aboriginal medi¬ 
cines, healing, sweat lodges,” says Oliverio,, who 
says this will be the first major gathering for the 
Canadian National Aboriginal Tourism Associa¬ 
tion which will focus on partnerships with the 
private sector and will involve national tour 
operators, hotel chains and airlines as well as 
VIA Rail and Greyhound. 

“Tourism is going to open up and be a huge 
area,” predicts Oliverio. 
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said ChiefHoward Mustus. “This settlementwill 
provide our members with economic opportunity 
they have not had in the past.” 

The Alexis Reserve is located at Lac Ste. Anne, 
approximately 60 kilometres northwest of Ed¬ 
monton. A formal signing ceremony is being 
planned for July 8, 1995 at the Alexis Reserve. 
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KEEPERS OF THE FIRE 

1994 National Film Board of Canada 

Director: Christine Welsh 

Omni Film Productions with others 

Review by John Copley 


No people are broken until the last of its women 
are on the ground. 

For over 500 years our women have kept the 
hope alive in their hearts—this is why we sur- 
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ike this opportunity to salute our Elders — 
we wish you many more years 
of health and happiness, from 
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These are the thoughts and words of Native 
women as they take us through a journey called 
Keepers of the Fire —a 1994 video production put 
together by Omni Films in co-production with 
Studio D and Prairie Centre of the National Film 
Board of Canada. 

The 54 minute documentary, written and di¬ 
rected by Christine Welsh, with original music 
by Martin Gotfrit, is highlighted by a series of 
stories that allows the viewer to hear Native 
women speak out as they tell their story of a 
passionate struggle for culture and dignity. 

Author of the vivid film, Women in the Shad¬ 
ows, Welsh has once again captured the essence 
of reality as she takes us on a personal voyage 
through time. She tells the story of one woman’s 
process of coming to terms with the past—a past 
that depicts a legacy of cultural assimilation. 

From the 1990 Oka Crisis, where three differ¬ 
ent types of tear gas were used against a stand of 
women and children while soldiers “shot to hurt 
us—and hit several of us with their tear gas 
cartridges”, to the shores of British Columbia’s 
Queen Charlotte Islands, Keepers of the Fire is 
intended to inform, to educate and to tell Cana¬ 
da’s people about the harsh realities faced by our 
nation’s Aboriginal people. 

Included in the film are clips from New Bruns¬ 
wick—where the Maliseet women fight not only 
for land, but for dignity. Poor living conditions, 
domestic abuse, insufficient educational insti¬ 
tutes and unjust laws are highlighted as the tale 
of their eight year struggle to gain rights unfolds. 
In the end—victory. They won new rights under 
Bill C-31—but that fight continues to this day as 
many of Canada’s Indian leaders remain stead¬ 
fast and unmoving and will not allow the Bill C- 
31 people to return to their homes. 

The story shows how the Haida of British 
Columbia won their battle with government and 
the province’s loggers. They were about to deci¬ 
mate a land that the Haida have called home for 
more than 10,000 years. 
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have spoken. Their’s is a strong voice—a voice 
that has stopped both government and big busi¬ 
ness in their tracks. A voice that has rallied 
thousands of non-Natives to aid them in their 
quest to see that fairness and equahty prevail. A 
voice that has risen above all expectations—a 
voice that is determined to see that Canada’s 
Aboriginal people are victorious in their quest for 
self-determination and self-government. A voice 
that will not accept anything but equal rights for 

Native women have always played an Integra 
role in the community—and this film shows us 

“...and finally we overcame our fear. Enough is 
enough!” 


In honour of the everlasting contributions 
of our Elders 
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The Healing Journey 


MCFS marks 10th anniversary 

The Metis Child and Family Services (MCFS) Society is celebrating its 
I 10th Anniversary in the delivery of Child and Family Services to the 
h Aboriginal members in Edmonton. 

Ralph Bouvette, president of the Metis Child and Family Services 
(MCFS) Society, has announced that “...10 years in the field of delivering 
child and family services to the Aboriginal community has demonstrated 
that given the opportunity to design, develop and implement our social 
programs for Metis children and families, by an Aboriginal agency, can 
produce direct benefits for our children and families.” 

“On behalf of the directors, administrators and staff of Metis Child & 
Family Services (MCFS), we are extremely proud of our achievement in 
the development of social programs delivered by our agency. Our involve¬ 
ment in this field of providing child and family services and programs has 
not been without ‘trial and tribulations’ but due to the dedication, commit¬ 
ment and endurance from individuals involved and co-operation from the 
Department of Alberta Family & Social Services, we can be proud of our 
record of achievement. We are inviting members from the Department, 
Aboriginal agencies and representatives from the Aboriginal community 
to attend our open house,” said Bouvette. 

The executive director of MCFS, Connie Campbell, announced recently 
that the social agency has received an A-plus rating from Charles Conroy, 
Assistant Regional Director of Child Welfare for Edmonton, verifying that 
MCFS are delivering qualitative social services through its programs. 

! “We are proud of the realizations of our agency,” states Campbell. ‘We 

can attribute the successes of the Metis agency to the dedication, family 
I orientation, and positive aspirations and attitudes of our staff, directors 
and others who have contributed to the development of the agency.” 

President Lyle Donald, Metis Nation of Alberta (MNA), announced that 
“...MCFS in its tenth year of operation has made great strides in develop¬ 
ing and implementing social programs designed to support and to strengthen 
the Metis children and the families. It is a privilege to acknowledge, on 
behalf of the MNA directors, the work accomplishments of MCFS and we 
will continue to support the future aspirations of the agency.” 

“With the new initiatives on community child welfare programs for 
children and families under the direction of the Commissioner of Services 
for Children, we will continue to work with MCFS and will support the 
agency to delivery the much needed social services for our Metis children 
and our families,” said Donald. 

The programs delivered by Metis Child and Family Services (MCFS) 
include, but are not limited to: 



(m ix gun luuutt to Ike Mine ei m \xtph, (sum lit 
Executive Director, loma Turner 
and Staff of 

Kunuwanimano 
Child and Family Services 

• Providing Support and Assistance 
• Counselling/Referral Services 

• Foster Care • Advocacy Sen/ices 
Providing Legal Assistance 



KEEPING OUR OWN” 


210 Spruce St. South 
Timmins, ON P4N 2M5 
Ph: (705) 268-9033 
Fax: (705) 268-9272 



• Family Intervention Program 

• Youth Support Program 

• Community Support Home Program 

• Family Services Program 

• Services to Children Program (Zone 1 & Zone 2 of the 
Metis Nation of Alberta) and 

• Family Intervention/Youth Support Work Training Program 

For further information about MCFS contact Connie Campbell in Ed¬ 
monton at 452-6100. 


c We take this opportunity to salute our (Elders/ 
cJTiank you for the numerous 
contributions you have made... 

( We wish you many more years of health and happiness 
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General Delivery 
Grouard, Alberta TOG ICO 

Phone: (403)751-3921 
Fax: (403) 751-3831 


In tribute to our Elders, 
their vision Is our future. 

Na8kapi NNADAP Program aw tw 

Naskapi Band of Quebec 

P. O. Box 5111, 

Kawawachikamach, Mouveau-Quebec, QOQ 2Z0 



Tel: (418) 585-2686 Pax: (418) 585-3130 
























May, 1995 Alberta Native News 


TOe prruuthj uihUt the &ldert 
teie tlrei « 

! eonlbui 


yrooj \mm 

nmY MMD©M 

where two rivers 
join as one 



With Denendeh Resources, 
the Liidli Koe First Nation 


ELDERS ARE OUR FOUNDATION; 
YOUTH ARE OUR VISION 


sour ll.e El,l,r. of ike Flr.l Notion.. 
:'leil Ike Native Ullage .0 lk.1 lie 
.pirll coulJ flourl.k, 
from ike 


CATHOLIC 
ARCHDIOCESE 
OF EDMONTON 


r | and tradition, fro 

^deques 

Jfuneral Diome 


240 Seventeenth Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta 


"Our Service Uiemains The Same" 


• Centrally located with 
generous parking area 
• Large, sunny reception area 
• Pre-need arrangements available 


(403) 297-0711 


Proud lo Serve the First Nations People 


Abuse claims top $1.5 million 


by Art Babych 

More than $1.5 million dollars has been paid 
out so far to help the primary victims of sexual 
abuse by the late Father George Epoch, a Jesuit 
priest who worked on Indian reserves in South¬ 
ern Ontario from 1971-1983. 

The 13 claimants who received their $25,000 
compensation cheques on May 12, brought the 
total to date to 59. Others are still being proc- 


When the May 1 deadline passed for entering 
the reconciliation agreement that was reached 
last October between the Jesuit Fathers of Up¬ 
per Canada and the primary victims of Epoch’s 
abuse, 97 claimants had signed the deal. 

A personal, written apology was included with 
the financial compensation, said the Reconcilia¬ 
tion Implementation Committee (RIC), which 
also met with each victim. 

As well as the financial compensation, 25 of the 
victims will be able to take advantage of a $4,000 
Vocational Opportunity Fund for vocational/edu¬ 
cational upgrading, or medical/dental benefits. 
The validated claimants have until July 15 to 
apply to the fund. 

The RIC also said in a news release May 16 that 
a counselling and healing program for the vic¬ 
tims is in the process of being established. 

The program’s acting co-ordinator, Jeff Franks 
is currently assessing the needs of victims and 
their families, and a “qualified, experienced First 
Nation person" will be named to direct the pro¬ 
gram over its three-year duration. 

An account of the abuse by the priest and its 
impact is being written by a recorder, Marion 
Mussel, “so that victims and others affected may 
understand how such a tragedy occurred,” the 
RIC said. Mussel may also include recommenda¬ 
tions on how to prevent similar abuse. 

The religious order could end up paying out 
close to $4.5 million by the time the abuse cases 
have been settled. The order had already spent 
$2 million informally before the agreement was 
reached last October 31. 

Some Natives in the community said the settle¬ 
ment was insufficient and called for “ongoing 
financial support." 



Epoch was the Jesuit priest who served par¬ 
ishes at Saugeen and Cape Croker First Nations, 
as well as at Wikwemikong Reserve. 


THIS PATH WE TRAVEL 

Continued from Page 26 

to the different sites, regarding the sacredness of 
land, space, sky, and nature’s course of action.” 

Bigbee’s 80 photographs really do the job. 
They’re realistic and capture the artistic expres¬ 
sion—not only the varied and colourful craft¬ 
making shots, but the up close black and whites 
of the biographers—portraits that do their part 
to define the brightness, wisdom, experience and 


character of each author. 

This Path We Travel, a product of the National 
Museum of the American Indian, was issued r»y 
Fulcrum Publishing of Golden, Colorado and is 
available in book stores for about $30. It’s an¬ 
other worthwhile investment and an above aver¬ 
age read. 
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Samson Cree Nation to be site for federal prison 


by Brian Savage 


The Samson Cree Nation has apparently done 
a complete turn about with the recent announce- 
ment that they will be partners with the federal 
government in the construction of a minim um 
security facility. 

“They have been negotiating with us,” de¬ 
clared Chief Terry Buffalo who had once been 
quoted as saying the project would not be going 

“The land is going to be leased for 25 yearn and 
involves 80 acres,” said the chief, who adds that 
initially 35 jobs will be created for band mem¬ 
bers with more coming “in stages.” 

“(The government) is going to start construc¬ 
tion this year and hopefully have it completed 
next year,” says the chief. 

The federal prison will cost almost $9 million 
and will house 60 inmates, 40 in minimum 
security and 20 in a community correctional 

According to a Corrections Canada statement 
the prison "will be dramatically different in 
appearance, with an innovative design that re¬ 
flects Plains Cree culture in the use of colour and 
orientation to the cardinal points of the com¬ 
pass.” 

The statement also describes the healing lodge 
which “will support a daily living routine that 
encourages personal growth and development 
within an environment that promotes cultural 

Lightningbolt 

Continued from Page 11 

information and wisdom put forth in 
Lightningbolt , dealing with a wide range of is¬ 
sues pert ainin g to spirituality, human exist¬ 
ence, and the human condition—as just a few 
examples, the book deals with the information 
imparted by the Medicine Wheels, with the hon¬ 
ouring of the Earth and of Creation, and the need 
to overcome the great imbalance in the world 
between males and females. Some of this infor¬ 
mation is contained in four sections dealing with 
teachings of the Zero Chiefs, and with the his¬ 
tory of the Flower Soldiers and Zero Chiefs. 

While it is obvious that not all readers will 
agree with everything in the book, there is a 
tremendous amount of food for thought in it. The 
material in the book is supplemented by a large 


and spiritual awareness.” mgs to make a decision, so we (the band council) 

The location of the prison has not been without went ahead and made the decision for them.” 
controversy. Opposition to the prison from some The chief admits “there’s probably some still 
groups led to the election of a new chief who says opposed to (the prison),” but adds that those still 
coming to a decision about the prison was not against the facility “have been fed wrong infor- 
,, ... mation, that there would be hardened criminals 

We d already put it to a vote twice and there in the prison. We have a committee working with 
;- Corrections Canada to make sure that doesn’t 
happen.” 


i’t enough people who attended the 





number of photographs and illustrations, includ¬ 
ing nature scenes, portraits of Nativepeople, and 
re-creations of Mayan art and artifacts. 

The book ends shortly after Estcheemah’s death, 
with Lightningbolt and Liberty now facing hav¬ 
ing to continue their spiritual journeys without 
her. Undoubtedly, many readers will want to 
know, without prying, what happens next in the 
remarkable life chronicled so far. 
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• Counselling Services are Available • 
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EXTENDED HOURS lo Serve Yi 


Quality care... Personal Service 

WAL-MART PHARMACY 

WETASKIWIN MALL, Wetaskiwin, AB 

(403) 352-8494 


Dauphin Friendship Centre Inc. 

201 - 1st Avenue N.E. 
Dauphin, Manitoba R7N 1A7 

(204) 638-5707 Fax 638-4799 


--| 

(403) 791-1411 



PEGUIS AL-CARE TREATMENT CENTRE 

AkWuse 

■II 

TT m 

Slay in control of your life — 
by not abusing alcohol or drugs! 

Call (204) 645-2666 or Fax (204) 645-2216 
PEGUIS AL-CARE TREATMENT CENTRE 
P. 0. Box 269, Hodgson, Manitoba ROC 1N0 
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Build with 

BEAVER LUMBER, 

quality with affordability 


Beet utlAhee to. the native £ldeee — mat/ th. 

faJi the. fleet Uatlene be eeatlzed. 

EWORLD CLASS 


AM»VHOUIHIiniinG« 


fco'il . 

g ‘V' )S • 


DO YOU • Live out of town? 

• find prices high? 

• service a problem? 

WORLD CLASS 
HAS WHAT YOU NEED 

Crossbows & Accessories 
Camoflage Clothing 
Scents & Calls 
Brand Name Bows 
Bow Accessories 
Tfee Stand and Steps 


DE LIVERY - Arranged Anywhere in Alberta 

call (403) 944-9818 

or visit 

10550 - 115 Street, Edmonton, AB 


& WILDERNESS AREA 





















































